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and upon one of them the Alexander operation was done. In one of 
these the return of prolapse followed parturition four years subsequent 
to the plastic operation. The other of these two bore two children after 
the Alexander operation, which left her with moderate cystocele and 
reetocele but no prolapse. Keefe has traced 23 of the 48 cases, and in 
18 of tliose_traced the uterus is in good position and the previous symp¬ 
toms are gone. In 2 of the remaining 5 cases there was a return of the 
prolapse to the second degree, but without any subjective symptoms. 
Phe other patient in which failure was recorded was advised to have 
hysterectomy done. Seven have borne children since operation, 2 of them 
having borne two each. Keefe’s best results were in complete prolapse. 
Of 19 cases of this degree, he subsequently examined 12 without being 
able to find a complete failure in any case in which the Alexander opera¬ 
tion was done. One failed when subjected to plastic operation alone; 
but after an Alexander operation was done the success was complete. 
I wo cases had a return of the prolapse to the second degree without 
subjective symptoms. 


Phlebitis Following Abdominal Operations.—0. G. Pfaff (Amcr. 
Jour. ObsL, 1907, hi, G30) refers to the increased coagulability of the 
blood late in typhoid fever and of various other interesting matters, from 
their etiological relation to postoperative phlebitis. Pfaff thinks 
many of the cases of phlebitis are simply extensive aseptic blood clots, 
without any true inflammation, and that one important condition in 
the causation of postoperative phlebitis is an abnormal plasticity of the 
blood. Pfaff also thinks the clot generally receives a mild form of 
infection introduced into the wound during the operation which later 
extends to the walls of the veins. Believing stagnation is a very important 
element in the etiology, he suggests the adoption of getting patients up 
early after operation, as has for years been stronglv urged by Emil 
Itics and more recently by Boldt. Pfaff further states that the very 
high state of plasticity of the blood being an etiological factor, coagu¬ 
lability should be in every instance determined before operation and, if 
abnormal, be brought down to normal before the operation is done. 


DERMATOLOGY. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OP 

LOUIS A. DUHRING, M.D., 

ritOFESSOfl OF DERMATOLOGY IS THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

AND 

MILTON B. HARTZELL, M.D., 

ASSOCIATE IN DEItAlATOLOGT IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Etiology of Impetigo Contagiosa.— Bender (Archiv /. Dermat. 
und Syphilis, 1907, Band lxxxiv. Heft 1-3) after a careful bacteriological 
study of a number of cases of impetigo contagiosa, concludes that the 
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following may be regarded as established, although the actual cause of 
the disease is not yet determined. (1) The ordinary staphylococci 
are certainly not the cause of impetigo contagiosa. (2) Streptococci 
an; with the greatest probability to be regarded as the cause of this 
affection. (3) The impetigo cocci first described by Unna, are not 
common staphylococci; they are no nearer related to these than to 
streptococci. 


The Etiology of E^rthema Nodosnm.— Hildebrandt (Munch, mcd. 
)Voch., iNr. /, 1907) reports the case of a woman, showing signs of 
tuberculosis as a child, who was seized with an acute angina, stomatitis, 
and, after ten days, an erythema nodosum. At the acme of the attack 
there was a positive diazo reaction, and two guinea-pigs inoculated with 
venous blood of the patient intraperitoneaUy died of tuberculosis, 
-the author accordingly concludes that, at the height of the erythema 
nodosum, virulent tubercle bacilli were present in the circulation 
this patient subsequently suffered, first from a right-sided, then from 
a left-sided pleurisy, and later from pericarditis. The author refers 
to 4 other cases of erythema nodosum in which there were the signs 
0 beginning pulmonary tuberculosis, and expresses his belief in tire 
possibility of a form of disease being produced by the tubercle bacillus 
which may be distinguishable from ordinary erythema nodosum. 


Carbohc Acrd m Diseases of the Skin.— Keosinq (Anhiv f. Dermal, 
and Syphilis, Band brodv. Heft 1-3) finds carbolic arid an excellent 
and harmless remedy in suitable diseases of the skin, bring especially 
indicated in furunculosis and other affections due to pyogenic micro¬ 
organisms. It is most useful in alcoholic solutions varying in strength 
from -0 to 50 per cent. Treatment with carbolic arid is not as well 
suited to large furuncles as to the small ones which occur upon the nape 
of the neck and in the anal and scrotal region, where frequently a single 
thorough application of a strong alcoholic solution is sufficient to cause 
the disappearance of the furuncles. In many cases of sycosis vulgaris 
repeated pencillings with a 20 per cent, to 50 per cent, solution will 
produce a rapid cure. In a chronic case of suppurative folliculitis of 
the vibnssce the author has seen an immediate and lasting cure follow 
tins treatment. Kerion celsi is another affection favorably influenced 
by this remedy. Impetigo contagiosa is quickly cured by applications 
ot carbolic acid, but reddening and pigmentation are apt to remain for 
a longer time after such treatment than after the employment of other 
remedies; for the same reason the author has given up its employment 
in acne. 1 J 


A Special Form of Trichophytosis as a Sequel of the Permanent Bath.— 
Jacobi {Archiv f Dermat. und Syphilis •, Band Ixxxiv, Heft 1-3) 
describes an unusual form of dermatomycosis observed in patients 
treated by the permanent bath, the majority of the cases occurring in 
tiie psychiatric clinic at Freiburg. The affection began usually, but not 
always, in the region of the genitalia, frequenty also in the axillm, as 
dark red, slightly infiltrated papules, which scattered about in great 
numbers, spread over a great part of the body, involving finally all parts 
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covered permanently by tlie water. The face also showed single 
plaques, but only on the side which was mostly under water. In highly 
developed cases the palms and soles were affected, but it was never 
seen to attack the hair nor nails. There was neither itching nor pain. 
In large patches three zones could be distinguished. A very slightly 
elevated, oright-red border; a dark-red, livid centre, and between the 
two a narrow ring of thickened, whitish, opaque epidermis. In the 
whitish accumulations of epidermis an enormous quantity of mycelial 
threads could be demonstrated which were double-contoured, shining, 
interlaced, and branched, homogeneous, and without septa. The author 
concludes that this form of trichophytosis is produced by a germ normally 
present in the bath water which finds in the greatly macerated epidermis 
of cachectic individuals conditions favorable to producing a mild degree 
of virulence, a virulence which is completely lost upon drying. 

A Case of Paget’s Disease Treated by the X-rays.—G. \V. Dawson 
(Brit. Jour, of Dermatology, June, 1907), at the April meeting of the 
Dermatological Society of Great Britian and Ireland, presented a case 
of Paget’s disease of the breast in a woman, seventy-nine years old, 
who for six months had been submitted to x-ray treatment. The 
treatment had produced a very manifest improvement. 

Healing of a Carcinoma by Sunlight.— Widmer (Munch, med. Woch., 
1907, Nr. 13) reports a case of carcinoma of tlie back of the right hand 
accompanied by painful swelling of the neighboring glands, occurring 
in a woman eighty-one years old, in which healing was obtained by 
exposure for a prolonged period to the rays of the sun. Exposures 
four lioure long were made almost daily for three months. Tlie author 
has likewise seen healing follow this method of treatment in an unusually 
short time in ulcers due to frostbite, chronic leg ulcers, chronic fistula? 
following suppuration of the glands of the neck, eczema, bed-sore, and 
herpes tonsurans. The reflected rays arc regarded as especially 
therapeutically active. 
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Observations upon Paroxysmal Hemoglobinuria.—In previous papers 
Donath and Landsteiner have shown that the blood serum of patients 
suffering with paroxysmal hemoglobinuria contains, during the attack, 
a substance which unites with the red blood corpuscles at low tempera¬ 
tures and on subsequent heating at 37° C. in contact with normal serum 



